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Background: 
 

Despite China’s reputation for being home to a number of female billionaires, women in 
leadership positions are relatively rare and gender inequality is common both within and outside 
of the workplace.  The women participating in this event are leaders in the environmental field 
and are fluent English speakers.  They are not government officials or government liaisons.  It 
will likely be their first visit to the Consul General’s residence.   
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS 
 

(CG GRIFFITHS WILL WELCOME EVERYONE AND WILL INTRODUCE 

YOU AND AAA NISHIDA) 
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Robert Griffiths 

Consul General 

Consulate General of the United States of America 

Shanghai, China 

 

 

 

Mr. Griffiths is a career member of the U.S. Foreign Service, Counselor rank. His 

postings overseas have included Bogota, Colombia, Kaohsiung and Taipei with the 

American Institute in Taiwan, and Shanghai and Beijing on the Chinese mainland. 

Most recently he served as Senior Course Adviser at the Foreign Service Institute 

in Arlington, Virginia. He has also served three tours in Thailand. In Washington, 

Mr. Griffiths has served in the Bureau of Economic Affairs and as Deputy Director 

for Mainland Southeast Asia in the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs. 

Outside the Department of State, he worked in the Asia Policy Office of the Office 

of the Secretary of Defense and served a year in the U.S. Senate in the office of 

Harry Reid of Nevada, Mr. Griffiths’ home state senator, as part of the State 

Department’s Pearson Program. He holds a bachelors degree in Asian studies from 

Brigham Young University and a masters degree in public policy from Harvard 

University. Mr. Griffiths speaks Thai and Chinese, and is married with three grown 

children. 
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Sara Yun 
Economic Unit Chief (Consul) 

U.S. Consulate General Shanghai 
 
Sara Yun is the Economic Unit Chief at the Consulate General Shanghai.  Prior to 
assuming her position in 2012, she was a Special Assistant to the Under Secretary 
of State for Economic, Energy and Agricultural Affairs (E), advising the Under 
Secretary on economic policy issues in the Asia-Pacific region.  Ms. Yun joined 
the Foreign Service in 2004 and has served in Beijing, China, Ankara, Turkey and 
Baghdad, Iraq.  Before joining the Foreign Service, she worked at the United 
Nations in Geneva, Switzerland and was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Mongolia.   
 
Ms. Yun earned a masters degree from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
(Tufts University), specializing in trade economics.  She received a BA in 
government from the College of William and Mary in Virginia.   Her foreign 
languages include Mandarin Chinese and Persian Farsi. 
 




